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s conflantly dinning in our ears the neceffity of an imme.
| diate declaration of independence, for the fake ol pro-

curing foreign affiftance, efpécially that of France.---
Their real defire is to fhut the door againft all future
reconciliaton by this precipitate ftep....The matterof
"y foreign affiftance is a mere decoy. Can we imagine that
if Framce thought it her intereft to'quarrel with Great-
Britain for any benefits to be derived from us, her deli-
cacy would ftand in her way? Was fhe ever reftricted
by fuch delicacy in any of the former civil wars of her
neighbours, efpecially thofe of Great-Rritain ? But the
truth is, that 1n the prefent ruinous ftate of her finances,
and feeble condition of her fleets, fhe will fcarceithink
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ever in this conteft with Great-Britain? No; I conceive
this would only protraét our wars, encreafs our dan-

rs, weaken our force, and probably end in our ruin.
And of all nations in the world, France is the laft from
3 which fhe fhould feek afiftance, even if it were neceffa-
it - . 1y, What kind of affitance do we expet from her!

gold and filver fhe can but ill afford to give us. Her .-~

men we have no occafion for; and, in a'word, until
fhe has a fleet able to contend with that of England, fhe
can do us no effential fervice. The want of luch a fleet
has been the great bar to her numerous projeéts for uni-
verfal empire, Can any preteftant, can you my coun-
trymen, ever with to fec her roﬁ'cﬂ'ed of fuch a fleet, af-
fift her in attaining it, or willingly give ‘her footing in
America| Would fhe then be contented to be the hum.
ble ally of thefe colonies, or would fhe not, in her own
right, refumd Cazada, which according to the limits the
formerly claimed,-is larger than all our provinces toge-
AL ther ? Could we hinder her from introducing what mul-

= titudes of her people the might think proper- into that
At country where Ahey hive already a great body of their
them ? In that cafe we thould foon be

friends to recei

T4 A2 Belores, bé cither. cruhéd o pieces;.

tothrow ourfdves back upon the prote&ion of Great-
 Briwain.” b i i
- [ hig confideratjon’is truly alarming, and France has
f fo worthy of cc_mgd:pi:é “among the
if Ex a3 to induce us to'ruh fuch rifks, by
burfelves precipitately into-hér arms, Sheis
eus to th¢ whole world for her difregard to the
T réd : s, that Gallica Fides, or. French Faith,
A8 become 3s: al now, as Punica Fides; or Car~
‘' ) sbogisiod Faith;: of old. - It could fearce bave been ima-
; “ginedy/ that the ‘author of Cemmon Senfe, after telling us
that¢¢ the blood of the flain, the weeping. voice of .na-
Aure; cries, "T78 TiME TO PART ---eternally to part—-
froe the hmxtedmnnar:gy of Great Britain, (whatever
future texms might - be offere
-recommended 1t0-us” a’sew alliance with the arbitrary
;sponarchs of Frdtice and Spain, ‘Bloody maffacres, the
Fevotation. of facred -ediéts; and: the' molt “unrelenting
perfecutions, havé certainly taught American pruiﬁa'nu,
snd efpecially onr German brethren, what fort of faith
113 &e to expett from PO PISK PRINCRS, and: from na-
‘tiorigwho-are frangers to liderty themfclves, and eavy
the enjoyment of it to others| ~- " ;
¥ )ja; fhore{ I am"not able, ‘with_all-the ‘Eﬁns 1 bave

., folemn’ @bjuratita ,of Great-Britain, as.a pation with
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to mix our affairs with thofe of any foreign power what-

- Jeit without rootn for the increafing number of our pof.
k... . texitys \ in upon the.fea fhorej and, armics be .

to the abfolute dominion of France, -

cred us) would fo foori have:

takén, to-underftind what iis ineant’by adeclaration of
- independince;: Unlefs it is to bé drawn ap in the'form of a

;7 the do&rihe of thie author of Commsn'Senfe.* But 'l be.-

artuie-  to provide for their defence and.

have formed or make againft it. | have'detached the - sa ;rE_g'lr_iiE from the minutes, |
rifie-ien and five batﬂ%fﬁﬁﬂmaﬂi&-’ o = e : i
ance, which will be fol'lowcd by others, as circumitances "~ pg_p 27. ﬁiea,yeﬁcrda morning, the honourable
will allow..-- Thefe, with what forces you have, and can g3 muyiL WARD,:£fq; late memoer of the conti.
affemble, if tll:erelihogld ey ?ccaﬁon{}_clﬁgnut,l;rm_ be  ental congrefs;shis remains will be interred this after.
fuilic:ent to hinder the enemy from poflefling the ¢ity, 500" in'the Bapti \icchs

or making a lodgement, till tne main body of this army’ el O e
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can arrive,:
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Extra8.of a letter from. brigadier general James Mu:t\.,
in the. continental fervice, to toe hon. Cornelins Hars)
net, Efg; prefident of the provincial esuncil, North-Ca.
. rofina, dqld;,:[f’dnizgtu, -Mareh 2, 1776.
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1 am, my iord, i

. With great efteem,
Your meft obedient and humble fervant, . ..
.G. WASHINGTON.”

The courier, who was himfelf in Bofton, reports, we
hear, that the enciny left thiere about ferty hories almoft -
ftarved, and that before they went off, ‘they difmafted « ON the eatlie®t intelligence that the tories were
il the el the rhow. Genes Futmam watar.colleing ed smondying 3 Crof ek, wih |7

: g b i A il B . _  ceived on'the “gth of ‘Feb. I proceeded to take poffeflion
Extra8 of a letter fram Cambridge. of Rockfithi-bridge;: within feven miles of Crofs crezk,
¢ Col. Mifflin had ycﬁcrday an interview with ma- Wl\lq5‘¥tqhﬁq€{€d‘ = e e 8 tf;
jor Smali who informed him, that th expected the fe&.ed e _;lthe:x‘stb VIt thy/ @RISR IR S5ARICCRaD
'corximiﬂic;ncrs to treat with: th'e coxigrez and that the ;ﬁ;::gg;- ::ga g:;r; ?:;::‘:s B:a?:]t “t,n :::;l:gftﬁz ::::
g e S Gl L M med. ] tliought-it ol advifeable to intrench and fortify tha
im, that they (in-Bofton) heard that'gen. Clinton (- ant'wait for'a feinforcement, By, the 1gth’Twes
and his troops were "*ﬂ" ' : . joined: byt éolLillington with 1¢d of the Wilmintgn
el . at—a..... mintiténien; tol} Kenon with 300 of ghe Duplin mili

Rl DB PR ITAT amd-wi% rsith-about-10 e-voluateer- indepe-
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dent ‘rangérs,” ‘making our' nunibars then in the wholt
2 B o9 about+11q;=and from’ the beflt information | wa. able
. Whereas the petitions of thefe united colonies to the

i t < , to procurey:the tory army, under command of gea..
king for .the redrefs of ‘great' and mdnifeft grevances - M‘Donald; ‘amouated to “about’ 34 cr 1500, On th&:
have not only 'bcen‘rej:gv:’d.;"but_, treated with fcorn  gotlrcthey marched' within four m‘xl‘e;‘o'fs.usq and feat /
in7by w flag of ‘truce,  the governor's proclamation, s -
manifefto andJetter from the| general, copies of which,
together with another Icttiiijand my anfivers, you haw
inclofed. '] then :wiited Jonly hnul '¢ol. Martin .and.
col.‘Thackftone whia 1 had’ certain ‘intelligence_ were -
on their'march;/ fhould get neir envuzh to cut off ther-.
Tetreat; - anddetermined to' avail myicif of the fich &
~vourable; opportunity - of -attacking them, = However,
def g contrary. to.my- cxpefations, I learnt on the 3 1ft that
- houfes and defencelefs towns,.and expofing th,e.l,;_dgc';s. xhey, hadLthe “tight Before, and that morning crofied:
inbabitants to every mifery from-the anclemency ofthe the' N;":iWéiE;’:rivge'fwaf‘,campbélhpq “with ‘their witdle |
winter, -'and_sot only urging. favages to invade the  army, fank<and deffroyed all the boats, and taken their,’
country, batinftigating negroes to murder theirmafterss  :rbute the ‘moft dirc& way to Negro - Head point,, | thea
- and whereas the parliament of Great,Britain hath lately . difpatchéd *an” expiefs to col,: Lafwell,- who, was gi.his
pafled:'an 'a&, afirming theic _colonies; to'beinopen- malth to’join~us with-about oo, men, and ditedsd
rebellion forbidding all trade and’commerce with the .him “to~retuim ‘and*'take ‘pofic{ion: of ng‘bgujs:fe{g
inhabitants _thereof,.” until .they accept.;pardons;-.and  over Black-river ‘and by every iqéah;ﬁgjhj;jj:éifv;{,
fubmit  to’ defpotic. rule;.. declaring - their propesty, — obftru&t, harrali*aid diitré 'themin thelr mare! L
wherever found - upon the water, hible to fejzure and

 the the." fane *time Fdirefted col. Martinand cok’ ¥ hack-

confifcation ; ‘and enafting,” that what.had-been ddne  fton to take’ pofleflian Of *CrofsErcek,” in order to pte-.
there, by virtue of the ro f’authori;y, ‘were jutand  vent their-¥eturn' that way. = Col Lillington snd el
lawful ats, and fhall be fo.deemed s from:ll whichit ' Afh:) ordeted; i by in-for:ed march; " to’ endeavour [f -
is manifeft, that the iniquitous fcheme concerted to” poffible’td reinforce col. Cafwell . but if:thatTou'd NF,
deprive ‘them of the liberty:they hivea ;igbt;_to‘bﬁ'.th:f -be effelted, to take  poffeflion. of Moure's <ree Dbridgh
Jaws of -nature. and ghc?EnEul%g,@:{gn&imubu,fw L -tre- -awhilft 1'proceeded back with the rémdinder: of gur anny

- Ppertinacioufly ' purfued.. “It.being, ;therefotey necéffary - to.crofs*the N. Weft at Elizabeth town, “fo ¥ .3,"?“{’?
g‘mﬁ’f god juffifiable - -meet Xhene ON“thelt way to. Corbert's ferps, Off s
therwife to- - tlfeir-résr ‘and”farround 'thzm ‘therd? OR; the afld

‘-afuges” of - ledthe" river at.Elizabeth town, where &
: /£ walt® for.a fpply of ‘provifiondXinti ehe a4ty
having learnt, thit - col.. CATwelF wwiskelidel.
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and costempt, and the oppofition ‘to defigns. evidently .
formed to reduce. themi to 2 ftate ‘of fervile fubjection,
and their neceffary defence againft Loftile forces actnal-
ly employed:to fubdae them, declared rebellion# and
whereas an qunjuft wai hatli’ been - commenced againft
them, which the commanders of the . Britith-flecty and

- arfies have profecuted,”and flill:cohtinue:to-profecute, .
‘with their utmoft vigour, and in a cruel. maoner waft.

ing, fpb‘;libf; and” _déftroying. the, country,.-buynin
de

~ Yo make.réprifals upon- their enemies;-ay
. anqoy«;th:!t'p.«aat:g?@&ding;to the:, l;gi;

« ./, Rations’s ‘the congrefs trufting. {agh
; m '_,-Grgt-ijxmnrg(o?‘ whom Lr.?i 03
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